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mind or universal thought; and this is
almost, if not quite, equivalent to the
existence of God.

What carried Royce over the evident
chasms and assumptions in this argument
was his earnestness and passionate eloquence.
He passed for an eminent logician, because he
was dialectical and fearless in argument and
delighted in the play of formal relations ; he
was devoted to chess, music, and mathe-
matics ; but all this show of logic was but a
screen for his heart, and in his heart there was
no clearness. His reasoning was not pure
logic or pure observation; it was always
secretly enthusiastic or malicious, and the
result it arrived at had been presupposed.
Here, for instance, no unprejudiced thinker,
not to speak of a pure logician, would have
dreamt of using the existence of error to
found the being of truth upon. Error is a
biological accident which may any day cease
to exist, say at the extinction of the human
race; whereas the being of truth or fact is
involved indefeasibly and eternally in the
existence of anything whatever, past, present,
or future ; every event of itself renders true
or false any proposition that refers to it. No